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THE  BURNING   OF  BANASCO.
"While Pavia has walls," the insurgents bravely replied, "we will not surrender."
Napoleon rejoined in the instantaneous thunders of his artillery. He. swept the ramparts with grape-shot, while the soldiers, with their hatchets, hewed down the gates.
They rushed like an inundation into the city. The peasants fought with desperation from the windows and roofs of the houses, hurling down upon the French every missile of destruction. The sanguinary conflict soon terminated in favor of the disciplined valor of the assailants. The wretched peasants were pursued into the plain, and cut down without mercy. The magistrates of the city were shot, the city itself given up to pillage.
" The order," said Napoleon to the inhabitants, " to lay the city in ashes was just leaving my lips, when the garrison of the castle arrived, and hastened, with cries of joy, to embrace their deliverers. Their names were called over, and none found missing. If the blood of a single Frenchman had been shed, my determination was to erect a column on the ruins of Pavia, bearing this inscription, 'Here stood the city of Pavia /'" He was extremely indignant with the garrison for allowing themselves to be made prisoners. " Cowards !" he exclaimed, "I intrusted you with a post essential to the safety of an army, and you have abandoned it to a mob of wretched peasants, without offering the least resistance." He delivered the captain over to a council of war, and he was shot.
This terrible example crushed the insurrection over the whole of Lom-bardy. Such are the inevitable and essential horrors of war. Napoleon had no love for cruelty. But in such dreadful scenes, he claimed to be acting upon the same principle which influences the physician to cut, with an unflinching hand, through nerves and tendons, for the humane design of saving life., roused to phrensy, grasped their arms. The danger was imminent.
